
York River Stewardship Commitee 

Mee�ng minutes  

December 21, 2023 at York Public Library 

Vo�ng members present: Karen Arsenault, Sally Harold, Karl Honkonen, Joan LeBlanc, David 
Marshall, Mary Marshall, Jim Smith, Judy Spiller 

Other members present:  Alternates: Philip Brekke, Stefan Claesson, Beth Cromwell, and Deane 
Rykerson; Emma Lord, Jim MacCartney, and Hannah Volk (NPS); Jennifer Hunter (coordinator) 

Guests: Presenters Jeremy Gabrielson and Ta�a Bauer (MCHT); Jerry Beekman (York 
Conserva�on Commission), Wayne Boardman (York Planning Board/YLT trustee/York Climate 
Ac�on Commitee), Keith Fletcher (MCHT), Gail Gilchrist (YLT Board), Myrilla Hartkopf (YLT staff), 
Doreen MacGillis (YLT staff/YRCA board), Kiki Tidwell (York Climate Ac�on Commitee), Lynn 
Zacharias (riverfront landowner) 

1. Commitee Chair Judy Spiller opened the mee�ng at 5:30 and asked that we go around 
the room to introduce ourselves. 

2. Jenn Hunter, Stewardship Commitee Coordinator introduced and thanked MCHT 
presenters Jeremy Gabrielson and Ta�a Bauer for their presenta�on on “Salt Marsh 
Restora�on: Planning and Implementa�on.” She remarked that seven years ago the 
Study Commitee hosted a mee�ng on marsh migra�on and Jeremy was a presenter 
then too. There is new work being done in the areas of marsh restora�on and resilience.  
MCHT is working with many groups to gather ideas and informa�on and implement 
restora�on projects. 

Copies of the presenta�on will be provided to all mee�ng par�cipants a�er the mee�ng. 

Ques�ons and discussion followed the presenta�on.  

3. Other business and future mee�ngs:  Review of minutes was bumped to next mee�ng. 
Judy Spiller told the group that at the next mee�ng we would revisit this topic in more 
depth. She also told the group that the Execu�ve Commitee had met and was 
commited to being a consensus driven group although there might be �mes when it 
may have to move more quickly. Regarding plans for a Saturday workshop in January or 
February to set priori�es, s�ll trying to find a suitable date. The ad hoc commitee 
reviewing public access op�ons at the Grant House gave an update including the need to 
target the November ballot for any ordinance changes. 

Mee�ng adjourned at 7 p.m. 

 Submited by Karen Arsenault, Secretary 

 

 
Approved: January 23, 2024 

http://www.yorkrivermaine.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/York-River-NWSR-Presentation-Dec-2023-MCHT-Salt-Marsh-Restoration-Planning-and-Implementation.pdf
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