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Native Americans arrived in York 
County about 12,000 years ago. 

• Much transportation was by birch bark or dugout 
canoe, along the York River and its tributaries



Samuel de Champlain’s 1607 map of 
the Saco River. He visited it in 1605 



Prehistoric 
pottery found in 
the York River

“Proto-Contact or contact 
period Iroquoian-like (but 
probably local Algonkian) 
vessel, date about 1500 to 
1620.”  - Art Spiess



First known as Agamenticus, York 
was first settled in 1630 or 1631.

Pascatway River in New England by I:S
Attributed to Col. John Scott of Long Island, ca. 1665
The British Library Board, Maps.K.Top.120.27



Like Native 
Americans, 
English settlers 
lived close to the 
coast and the 
river, using it as 
their principal 
transportation 
routes

• Detail of the Scott map



Most early settlements 
were close to the 

York River



Ove 200 potential 17th century sites





• Stages and Flakes on Moll’s 
Map, 1715



Sayward Wheeler 1718

Donnell-Hancock Warehouse, 1740s

Marshall Store 1867



York prospered, thanks to 
her harbor. 

• 1779 Atlantic 
Neptune



Nathaniel Donnell estate division, 
ca. 1790 by Daniel Sewall
York County Probate, Alfred

Site of 
Wiggly 
Bridge



18th century, settlement & roads moved 
inland – but the river remained a focus.

• Daniel Sewall, 
Township Map 
of York, 1794



1794 York Town Map detail



Old Mill Creek
(Dolly Gordon Creek)

First tidal saw mill in New England (1634)?
First saw mill in New England?
First tidal mill in English America?
First saw mill in English America?



Old Mill Creek

• High tide



• testing



York has a wealth of archaeology 
sites from the historic period

• Over 200 historical archaeological sites in 
York are in the Maine Historic Preservation 
Commission register

• Many important ones are within 50-100 feet 
of the river.

• The York River is particularly rich in 17th

century sites, some of the best preserved in 
New England.

• Some are nationally and even internationally 
significant.



Old Mill Creek – Dolly Gordon 

Robert 
Gray
1707
 

1634
1705

Jeremiah
Moulton
1678



Jeremiah Moulton’s 
“log house Ca. 1678

Robert Gray 
House 1707-1724



Old Mill Creek – Dolly Gordon 

Barrell 
Grove
1760
 

Robert 
Gray
1707
 

1634
1705

Jeremiah
Moulton
1678



Barrell Grove 
built 1760
but parts date to  
1713

Childhood home of 
Sally Sayward Barrell 
Keating Wood  
(1759-1855)

America’s first 
female Gothic 
Novelist



There’s even more up river…



1700 
Tide Mill
Smelt 
Brook

`

Built by 
Abraham Preble
Arthur Bragdon
Peter Nowell



1780s map showing shipyard 
located next to the sawmill

`



2017 Upper York River Survey

• Both archaeology sites and historic structures
• Area outlined in red
• Funded by the York River Study Committee



26 Structures of Historical
Significance were Identified

• testing

Survey by 
Groundroot 
Preservation
(Scott Stevens & 
Steven Mallory)



Frost house and garrisons
on National Register of Historic Places

• House recently dendro dated to 1734-38
• Garrisons date to 1743-4, and 1747



There are two garrisons

• Both were dated with 
dendrochronology as well

1747                   1743-1744 
During King George’s War



6 prehistoric sites discovered
• One as old as 5,000-

4,500 B.P., dated by a 
small-stemmed point

• Others perhaps roughly 
4,000-2,000 B.P.

• Potential for many more!
• Archaeology survey by 

Northeast Archaeology 
Research Center 
(Farmington, Maine)



Historic sites 
recorded in 
Punkintown date to 
the later 1700s

• Emery…

Emery Barn

Plaisted House Site



Scotland District

• Settled by former Scots Prisoners of War 
in the 1650s and 1660s

• They had been shipped to New England 
as indentured servants

• Many worked in Piscataqua saw mills
• Once freed many settle in “Scotland”



Landscapes of Indenture
How Scottish Prisoners of War   
shaped New England

http://www.dur.ac.uk/


History, archaeology, paleoecology, 
remote sensing, material culture

Sediment coring for 17th C pollen

Micum McIntire’s 1705 Probate Inventory



Junkins Cemetery, ca. 1700



McIntire Garrison

• Now dated by dendrochronology (tree-ring dating) 
to 1713

• Probably the earliest extant building in Maine



Thanks! I’m happy to answer questions


	Slide Number 1
	Native Americans arrived in York County about 12,000 years ago. 
	Samuel de Champlain’s 1607 map of the Saco River. He visited it in 1605 
	Prehistoric pottery found in the York River
	First known as Agamenticus, York was first settled in 1630 or 1631.
	Like Native Americans, English settlers lived close to the coast and the river, using it as their principal transportation routes��
	Slide Number 7
	Ove 200 potential 17th century sites
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	York prospered, thanks to her harbor. 
	Slide Number 13
	18th century, settlement & roads moved inland – but the river remained a focus.
	1794 York Town Map detail
	Old Mill Creek�(Dolly Gordon Creek)�
	Old Mill Creek
	Slide Number 18
	York has a wealth of archaeology sites from the historic period
	Old Mill Creek – Dolly Gordon 
	Slide Number 21
	Old Mill Creek – Dolly Gordon 
	Barrell Grove built 1760�but parts date to  1713
	There’s even more up river…
	1700 �Tide Mill�Smelt Brook
	1780s map showing shipyard located next to the sawmill
	2017 Upper York River Survey
	26 Structures of Historical�Significance were Identified
	Frost house and garrisons�on National Register of Historic Places
	There are two garrisons
	 6 prehistoric sites discovered
	Historic sites recorded in Punkintown date to the later 1700s
	Scotland District
	Slide Number 34
	History, archaeology, paleoecology, remote sensing, material culture
	Junkins Cemetery, ca. 1700
	McIntire Garrison
	Thanks! I’m happy to answer questions

