Historic Resources of the
York River Watershed

Or, York River has a rich history, and a
wealth of historical resources!
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Prehistoric
pottery found in
the York River

“Proto-Contact or contact
period Iroquoian-like (but
probably local Algonkian)
vessel, date about 1500 to
1620.” - Art Spiess




First known as Agamenticus, York
was first settled Iin 1630 or 1631
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Settlement in Town of York 1641-1691

o Dne household

Most early settlements

Eleven years after the initial English setilement, the town | t t h
of Agamenticus was chartered as the City of Gorgeana, We re C O S e O e
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Godsoe Map, 1701 i

Left: A Plot of Mr.
Humphrey Chadburns
¥ Jarm att Sturgen Creek
e by William Godsoe,
4 ol 1701. This plan shows
e the Chadbourne and
- Frost farmsteads
. located by a brook near
3 {{ the Piscataqua River.
I Setlement along
N streams and rivers was
i . - typical of carly English
i lj setthement in Maine.

after the proprietor 5ir Fernando Gorges. Diespite this
lofty status, the settlement comprised approximately 100 people.

York River

In 1652, settlers in Gorgeana agreed to be annexed by the
Massachusetts Bay Colony, which renamed the community York.
Heads of 48 households '.igrll,'d the submission, suggesting

a population of more than 200, The largest concentration remained
at the mouth of the York River, though the tide powered saw mills
up river also attracted people and a few settlers had established
themselves beside the Cape Neddick River.

York continued to grow until the
outbreak of King Philip's War in 1675,

ﬁtf-) Town ofYork York could field a militia of 80 soldiers,
' 3 S 1675 suggesting the towns population was
';;Ei.} prabably between 400-500 people.
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Town of York
1691
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Li':!lt]]ll.!'l.\l to grow until King William's %o o o Cape Maddick
War, With over thirty new homesteads York River = o Rivar
established between 1676 and 1691, the %‘I-
2,

prosperous shire town of York County had

a population in excess of 600 people when
the town was nearly destroved. A native raid
on Candlemas Day, 25 January 1692, caused extensive destruction. The Wabanaks
either killed or took |._:|J1l:i1.':' more than one hundred settlers and burmed most of
the buildings on the north side of York River. York remained a frontier outpost
until the Treaty of Utrecht brought peace to New England in 1713,
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Ove 200 potential 17t century sites
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Having suffered only minor

raids during King Philip’s War,

York continued to grow until

King William's War. With over thirty
new homesteads established between 1676

York continued to grow until the
outbreak of King Philip’s War in 1675.
York could field a militia of 80 soldiers,
suggesting the town’s population was
probably between 400 and 500.
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York prospered, thanks

her harbor. o

+ 1779 Atlantic
- Neptune
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18t century, settlement & roads moved
inland — but the river remained a focus.
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1794 York Town Map detail
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York has a wealth of archaeology
sites from the historic period

* Over 200 historical archaeological sites in
York are in the Maine Historic Preservation
Commission register

* Many important ones are within 50-100 feet
of the river.

« The York River is particularly rich in 17%
century sites, some of the best preserved in
New England.

« Some are nationally and even internationally
significant.




Old Mill Creek — Dolly Gordon




Robert Gray

House 1707-1724
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Jeremiah Moulton’s
“log house Ca. 1678




Old Mill Creek — Dolly Gordon




Barrell Grove
#¥ 1 built 1760

. but parts date to
51713

']

Sally Sayward Barrell
Keating Wood
(1759-1855)

America’s first
female Gothic
Novelist




There’s even more up river...




Built by
Abraham Preble
Arthur Bragdon
Peter Nowell




1780s map showing shipyard
located next to the sawmill
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Funded by the York River Study Committee




26 Structures of Historical
Significance were ldentified

Survey by
Groundroot
Preservation
(Scott Stevens &
Steven Mallory)
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There are two garrlsons

During Klng George S We
...Both were dated with
2hronology as well




6 prehistoric sites discovered

One as old as 5,000-
4,500 B.P., dated by a
small-stemmed point

Others perhaps roughly
4,000-2,000 B.P.

Potential for many more!

Archaeology survey by
Northeast Archaeology
Research Center
(Farmington, Maine)
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in the 1"65 |

. They haﬂ%een sﬂhlpped to“N
as indentured servants '-

 Many worked in Piscataqua saw mllls
+ Once freed many settle in “Scotland”




@« Landscapes of Indenture

How Scottish Prisoners of War
shaped New England

' Jurham Salen
Old Berwick ll-”{',..{.ﬁfi_ Salem
Historical Society - swivenstrvy Jew Hampshire

University of
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http://www.dur.ac.uk/

History, archaeology, paleoecology,
remote sensing, material culture
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Micum Mclntire’s 1705 Probate Inventory



ca. 1700
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Mclntire Garrison
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Thanks! I'm happy to answer questions
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